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MINERAL COMMODITIES LIMITED — XOLOBENI MINERAL SANDS PROJECT 

Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [6.27 pm]: I rise tonight on a sombre note, and members 
who follow what I am going to say will be equally as shocked as I am. Mineral Commodities Limited based in 
Welshpool has a controversial ilmenite asset project in the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa, referred to 
as the Xolobeni Mineral Sands project—I have a bit of a problem here with pronunciation. The 
uMgungundlovu traditional authority of the coastal Amadiba area, through the Amadiba Crisis Committee, 
has been opposed to this Xolobeni Mineral Sands dune mining. Members of the crisis committee, which was 
formed to oppose the Xolobeni Mineral Sands dune mining project in their area, believe the increasing 
aggression is connected with the widening gulf between the pro-mining and anti-mining factions within the 
community. The controversial bid by Transworld Energy and Minerals Resources, a South African subsidiary 
of the Australian mining company Mineral Commodities, to mine 22 kilometres of the Wild Coast shoreline 
has fuelled discord between the two factions for more than 10 years. 

On 7 March 2016, according to the accounts of Amadiba Crisis Committee members reported in the 
South African paper South Coast Herald, three men stepped out of a vehicle and started banging on 
a resident’s door without speaking a word. Three shots were eventually fired and windows were smashed. 
When the householder opened the door, prepared to defend his family, the three men stayed outside and 
smashed another window. The aggression lasted for nearly an hour, during which time not a word was spoken. 
The men left after firing a final shot. Strangely, no spent cartridges were found at the scene of the violence. 
The husband and wife who came under attack are known opponents of the Wild Coast dune mining proposal. 
This attack followed earlier shooting incidents over the December holiday period and an attack against 
Amadiba headwoman, Cynthia Duduzile Baleni. The four men arrested in connection with the violence are 
out on bail and are due to appear in court in Mbizana on 8 April. 

Unfortunately, things took a significant turn for the worse yesterday, with the awful news that a community 
leader opposing the mining project by a Perth-based company on the east coast of South Africa had been 
murdered.  

I will now quote from a media release from the Amadiba Crisis Committee, titled “Our chairman brutally 
murdered”. It states — 

Amadiba Crisis Committee 2016-03 22: Our chairman brutally murdered 

We are shocked to tell the public that the chairman of Amadiba Crisis Committee, Sikhosiphi Bazooka 
Rhadebe from Mdatya village in Amadiba, was brutally assassinated tonight outside his house in 
Lurholweni township, Amadiba area, Mbizana. 

Our beloved Bazooka made the ultimate sacrifice defending our ancestral land of Amadiba on the 
Wild Coast. 

He was murdered at about 7.30 in the evening. The hitmen came in a white Polo with a rotating blue 
lamp on the roof. Two men knocked at the door saying they were the police. Mr Rhadebe was shot with 
8 bullets in the head. He died defending his young son, who witnessed the murder. His son and his wife 
are now in hospital. 

After one year of threats and attacks, we have been waiting for something like this to happen: Ever 
since the shootings in Xolobeni 3 May last year, led by mining director Zamile Qunya, and ever since 
the Christmas shootings in Mdatya village.  

I am sorry about some of the grammar here, but I am actually quoting. The media release continues —  

But since the four gangsters from the Christmas shootings were released on bail in January, police have 
been intimidating the Amadiba community and leaders in nightly raids, determined to look in the wrong 
direction. For one year the local police has refused to cooperate with the Umgungundlovu traditional 
authority of the coastal Amadiba area to stop the violence against our community which says no to 
mining. 

Then follows a paragraph that refers to matters that, notwithstanding parliamentary privilege, I will not read in. 
The media release then finishes — 

The Amadiba coastal community will not be intimidated into submission. 

It comes with an African quote — 
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Imining ayiphumeleli! 

We appeal to democratic South Africans to support our community and stand by us in this terrible 
moment. 

I urge Mineral Commodities Ltd to take whatever action it can to initiate dialogue to stop the violence being 
perpetrated against the uMgungundlovu traditional authority of the coastal Amadiba, which is opposed to its 
mine. Thank you. 

House adjourned at 6.32 pm 
__________ 
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